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tribe of the same district, there is, or was a few years
ago, a chief who passed for the greatest magician in the
country.1
In Western as well as in Eastern and Central Africa we Medicine-
meet with the same uryon of chiefly with magical functions. J^S^
Thus in the Fan tribe the strict distinction between chief Western
and medicine-man does not exist The chief is also aAfrlca"
medicine-man and a smith to boot; for the Fans esteem
the smith's craft sacred, and none but chiefs may meddle
with it2 The chiefs of the Ossidinge district in the
Cameroons have as such very little influence over their
subjects ; but if the chief happens to be also the fetish-priest,
as he generally is among the Ekois, he has not only powerful
influence in all fetish matters (and most of the vital interests
of the people are bound up with fetish worship), but he also
enjoys great authority in general.3 A few years ago the
head chief of Etatin on the Cross River, in Southern Nigeria,
was an old man whom the people had compelled to take
office in order that he should look after the fetishes or
jujus and work magic for the benefit of the community. In
accordance with an old custom, which is binding on the head
chief, he was never allowed to leave his compound, that is,
the enclosure in which his house stands. He gave the
following account of himself to an English official, who paid
him a visit: " I have been shut up ten years, but, being an
old man, I don't miss my freedom. I am the oldest man of
the town, and they keep me here to look after the jujus, and
to conduct the rites celebrated when women are about to
give birth to children, and other ceremonies of the same
kind. By the observance and performance of these cere-
monies, I bring game to the hunter, cause the yam crop
to be good, bring fish to the fisherman, and make rain
to fall. So they bring me meat, yams, fish, etc. To
make rain, I drink water, and squirt it out, and pray
to our big deities. If I were to go outside this com-
pound, I should fall down dead on returning to this hut
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